TH226D 		Zachary G. Smith
Loyola University Maryland
Final Project Guidelines
	For the final paper, you will be able to choose from several different formats. This project encourage you to concisely summarize what you have learned this semester and to signal your fulfillment of course learning aims 1, 3, and 4:
(1) to demonstrate your ability to engage racism and racist interpretations of the Bible both historically and in the contemporary world; 
(2) to investigate and articulate the operations of prejudice, stigmatization, discrimination, and privilege in biblical texts and interpreters; 
(4) to sharpen your interpretive and critical thinking skills and to make you a clearer, more persuasive writer, with the tools necessary to analyze and address systemic issues of ethnic and racial injustice in biblical texts and interpretations.
Formatting Guidelines for all projects: 
·  2500-3000 words (approximately 8-10 pages, double-spaced, 12 point font) 
· Be explicit about your audience (who is this for?), including making explicit the rules and presumptions of those reading communities (what kinds of evidence “count”? How do they make meaning?). 
· E.g., a public lecture series will have different sources and structure than a workshop for a church community of a particular parish. A letter to a friend or family member will look different from an advertising campaign for radio program. 
· You can signal these differences in different ways, but it’s ultimately a matter of writing for your audience.
· Any format for bibliography and citation standards is acceptable so long as you are consistent throughout the project and clear when you are citing the words and/or ideas of another. 
· It may be collaborative (in which case I will require in addition to the 8-10 page equivalent project, a 3 page explanation from each participant as to their individual role)
Content Guidelines for all projects:
· Argues a particular thesis (e.g., “What I learned was…”) and articulates all the necessary information for your audience to understand your argument and why it matters. 
· Includes an interpretive (i.e., exegetical) component focused on a biblical passage and highlighting ethnoracial issues in this text and/or its interpretation by a particular community, person, group, movement, culture, etc. 
· Informed by and in conversation with appropriate scholarly sources (e.g., commentaries, peer-reviewed journal articles, scholarly monographs) 
Some examples of options you might choose that fulfill this assignment include:
· Traditional Academic Research Paper/Essay
· Write a letter to someone you care about, explaining a particular thing you learned this semester and why it is important to you/them. (You don’t need to actually send the letter.)
· Rewrite a passage from the Bible for a chosen community of readers
· Will include both the passage + detailed commentary explaining interpretive choices in line with guidelines above
· Write a screenplay for a documentary 
· Propose and design art/museum/library exhibit
· Design a workshop for educating your church on anti-racist biblical interpretation
· Construct a theological analysis of the 1619 project and/or responses to it in light of relevant biblical issues
· Propose your own final project

You should select your final project and compose a paragraph explaining and detailing your plans, due March 26th, as per the syllabus. 
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